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 BIRD helps in finding strategic partners (“matchmaking”)

 BIRD offers conditional grants for joint development on a 
risk sharing basis (private sector cost-share) 

 BIRD funds up to 50% of each company’s R&D expenses 
associated with the joint project 

 BIRD claims repayments as royalties only if commercial 
revenues are generated from the project (repayments: up 
to 150% of the original conditional grant, CPI adjusted)

 As an example of mutual benefit: U.S. company benefits 
from access to innovation and IP; Israeli company benefits 
from complementary required capabilities and market 
access (other combinations are possible, e.g., 
complementary technologies)
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BIRD’s Approach in a Nutshell 
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Joint fund, established in 1977 as a joint initiative
between the US and Israeli governments
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BIRD = Binational Industrial Research and Development

Mission

To stimulate, promote and 

support joint (non-defense) 

industrial R&D of mutual 

benefit to Israel and the 

United States

Income from interest earned 
on $110 million endowment 
grant and from repayments 

from successful BIRD 
projects

Funding

BIRD Foundation
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BIRD – Performance Summary
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 $290M granted

 825 projects
approved

 $91M repayments
from projects

 ~$8B in sales 
generated directly and 
indirectly by BIRD 
sponsored activities



The BIRD Model
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Leveraging BIRD’s Success 

and 

Experience

“BIRD Energy”
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“BIRD Energy”:
Leveraging BIRD’s Success and Experience

In

Energy 

Independence 

and Security 

Act (2007)
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“BIRD Energy” Implementation

 “BIRD Energy” uses the same principles and similar 
procedures as BIRD

 Scope: Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 
projects

 Management by the BIRD team, with minimal overhead

 Executive Committee for oversight: Assistant Secretary 
EERE*, Director General MNI* and a member of the 
BIRD Board of Governors (or their designees)

 Project reviewers appointed by DOE/EERE and by MNI

* EERE: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, U.S. DOE
* MNI:    Ministry of National Infrastructures, Israel
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Decision: 

September 13, 

2011
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DOE PR – 2011 Projects
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More about BIRD Energy 

Specific Project Examples
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Enzymes for Biodiesel Production

Purolite a leading manufacturer of 

specialty resins for the diverse 

industries, including for sugar, food, 

municipal water, petrochemical 

refining and BioFuels

Joint development product: new, highly 

active and stable immobilized lipase 

biocatalyst technology for the production 

of biodiesel.

Transbiodiesel is developing 

various technologies for the 

preparation of economically-

affordable biocatalysts as an 

alternative to the conventional 

chemical catalysts

Project title: The Development of an 

Enzymatic Process for Production 

of Biodiesel



November 

2011

13

The Companies Perspective
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Biogasoline Production

Virent  was founded in 2002 based 

on catalytic, aqueous-phase 

reforming technology, named 

BioForming® which readily converts 

renewable plant sugars to 

biogasoline, other liquid hydrocarbon 

fuels, and chemicals

Joint development product: low cost 

cellulosic sugars to produce biogasoline 

HCL Cleantech’s technology is 

based on proprietary acid recovery 

replacement in a proven industrial 

process for the conversion of 

biomass to fermentable sugars

Project title: Wood Sugars for 

Biogasoline and Bioproducts 

Production
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Energy Efficiency for Buildings

Mazzetti Nash Lipsey Burch 

(MNLB) is nationwide full-service 

consulting and design firm focused 

on the engineered systems of 

buildings, and specifically on power 

systems

Joint development product: A self 

powered, wireless current sensor for 

circuit level electricity monitoring within 

a building and system installation at a 

customer site.

Panoramic Power develops low-

cost, high granularity, energy visibility 

components and platforms for in-

building circuit level electricity 

monitoring

Project title: Wireless Miniature Self 

Powered Current Sensor 
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The Companies Perspective
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www.birdf.com

Thank You!

Limor Nakar-Vincent

Director, US Business Dev & BIRD Energy

Limorn@birdf.com


